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Interpersonal Communication (SPC 1017W02) Syllabus Fall 2014
Instructor: 
Sunshine J. Baker

Meets:

West Campus Health Science Building, Room 221
Times:

Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:30am-9:45am

Office: 
6-326A (office hours by appointment only)
E-mail: 

sdavis125@valenciacollege.edu

Emails are generally answered within 24 hours. If you do not receive a response within 24 hours, you can assume you should resend your email.
Course Materials can be found on the Course Homepage on Blackboard. www.learn.valenciacollege.edu 

Catalog Course Description

Students explore a range of communication concepts and topics from interpersonal communication, to small group, to public speaking. Students develop skills to put the communication principles to work. 

Required Materials

1) Textbook: Floyd, K (2012). Interpersonal Communication, Valencia College Edition. Publisher: McGraw Hill: New York, NY.

2) USB/ Flash Drive – for the speech assignment.
3) 4 X 6 Note Cards – for the speech assignment.
Student Learning Outcomes

1) Articulate the role of perception as it influences the definition of self and others. 
2) Demonstrate effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills for successful interpersonal communication
3) Demonstrate interpersonal communication competency
4) Able to manage and/ or resolve circumstances of interpersonal conflict 

5) Deliver extemporaneous speech
6) Demonstrate small group dynamics and act appropriately
Attendance and Class Preparedness

Students are expected to come to class prepared and ready to learn, which means you must (1) attend class on time, (2) complete assigned readings and homework prior to each class meeting, (3) listen attentively to others’ ideas, and (4) provide insightful responses or ask relevant questions from readings and class discussions as appropriate. Your class demeanor and behavior will have an impact on your credibility as a communicator. 

Attendance is important in this course. Absences and tardies can greatly affect your final grade. Please review the following carefully and make plans to successfully attend class: 

Absences
1 or 2 absences* (excused or unexcused)

No penalty incurred

3 absences* (excused or unexcused)


2-point reduction from final grade 

4 absences* 





Withdrawal from course **
* If you arrive 10 minutes after class has started (or leave 10 minutes before it ends), it will be counted as an absence.
Tardies, Leaving in the middle of class (and returning), or Leaving Early (5 to 10 minutes)
Arriving to class late is rude and disrespectful. You chose your schedule so please make sure you can fulfill your commitment to this course. Otherwise you should look at other class options. It is your responsibility to plan for your ride, traffic delays, parking issues and other complications. 

1 or 2 tardies or leaving early**


No penalty incurred

3 or more tardies or leaving early**


1-point reduction per occurrence

5 tardies**





Withdrawal from course

** This includes leaving in the middle of class for more than five minutes

If you are absent, tardy or leave early, you are responsible for the material covered & any announcements made. Students may NOT make-up missed class activity, quiz, or assignment due to absences or tardies, unless official, written documentation of emergency is provided. 

Assignments/ Homework/ Reports/ Papers/ In-Class Assignments
All assignments are expected to be original work. Plagiarized assignments will result in a “0” and college policies for Academic Dishonesty will apply. You must be present to receive credit for In-Class Assignments. You cannot “make up” In-Class Assignments if you are tardy or absent.
Speech
You will be assigned a Speaking Day for the Speech assignment. If you walk in late on Speech Day, 10% will be deducted from your speech grade. If you miss your speech, you must contact your instructor within 24 hours of the scheduled speech time to be considered for a make up, which carries a 20% late penalty (otherwise you will receive a “0”). Only in extreme cases, you may make up the speech without the grade penalty. Official, written documentation of emergency (e.g., hospitalization documents, police report, court order) will be required to waive the grade penalty. Failing to give the "make-up" speech on make-up day (See Course Schedule for specific date) will result in a "0." 
Quizzes/ Exams

There are eight quizzes (lowest quiz grade will be dropped. Only seven quiz grades will be added) and one final exam. There are no make-ups for quizzes and final exam unless there is written documentation of an emergency (20% penalty applies). 

Professional Etiquette
All assignments completed outside of class must be proofread and of college quality. The West campus has a Writing Center (Building 5-155). I encourage you to use it if you need help. It is a free service but you must make an appointment in advance. 

You will not need your laptop or cell phone. Please silence them, keep them in your bag out of sight and do not use them during class. You would do the same in a professional environment. 

Student Code of Classroom Conduct

Students will abide by Valencia’s Code of Classroom Conduct. (http://www.valenciacc.edu/policies/PDF/10- 18.pdf). According to College Policy 6Hx28: (10-18), all forms of academic dishonesty and misconduct are prohibited at Valencia College. Academic dishonesty includes, but it is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, and furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, facilitating academic dishonesty, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive. All assignments must be the student’s original work. Please remember that it is unethical to abstract a speech from an outside source and pretend is your own work, therefore plagiarized speeches will result in a “0.” Disruptive or distracting activities such as "side discussions which are irrelevant to the subject matter of the class, that distract from the learning process, or impede or hinder the ability of other students to obtain the full benefit of the educational presentation” may result in a grade reduction or, in extreme cases, a grade of "F" in the course (1006.60, FS). Disruptions during student speech presentations (including, but not limited to entering or leaving the classroom, cell phones, beepers, or any other electronic devices, or "side discussions which are irrelevant to the subject matter of the class, that distract from the learning process, or impede or hinder the ability of other students to obtain the full benefit of the educational presentation”) will result in a 3-point deduction from your own speech (per occurrence).

Grade Tracking Sheet



Maximum Possible
Points Scored 




       Points 
          by Student 

In-class Assignments/ Homework



 34 points
     __________ 

Communication Observation Reports (2)


 10 points
     __________

Interpersonal Communication Study
 


 15 points
     __________

Speech







 10 points
     __________


Quizzes (7)




 

 21 points
     __________ 
Final Exam

  




 10 points             __________







     TOTAL   100 points
     _________

BONUS POINTS (Additional Assignments, if time permits)   1 - 3 points

90 – 100 = A

80 – 89   = B

70 – 79   = C

60 – 69   = D

59 or less = F

Withdrawal Policy

Students should familiarize themselves with Valencia College’s withdrawal policy (see college catalog). March 21 is the withdrawal deadline to receive a “W” for this Spring 2014 session. 

Students with Disabilities Policy

"Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities (West Campus SSB 102, ext. 1523)."

Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience. To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work. BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free face-to-face counseling is also available.

Acceptance of Course Syllabus

Please read pages 1 to 3 of this Course Syllabus, sign your acceptance below, and return it to your instructor.

I, _______________________ (please print name), have read the Course Syllabus for SPC 1017, Interpersonal Communication for Spring 2014. 

I understand the terms, including the attendance policy and grading system; and agree to adhere to the terms of the Syllabus.

_________________________     _________________________

signed                                             date

Copy for Student Records

Acceptance of Course Syllabus

Please read pages 1 to 3 of this Course Syllabus, sign your acceptance below, and return it to your instructor.

I, _______________________ (please print name), have read the Course Syllabus for SPC 1017, Interpersonal Communication for Spring 2014. 

I understand the terms, including the attendance policy and grading system; and agree to adhere to the terms of the Syllabus.

_________________________     _________________________

signed                                             date
Copy for Instructor Records

Student Information
Please complete this form to help me better understand general information about the participants in this course. You may write any additional comments you want to share with me in the blank space below.

Name: ___________________________________________

Best email to reach you at: __________________________
1. Have you ever taken another Communication course?
_____ Yes   _____ No. 

If yes, what was the name of the course and where was the course taken? _____________________________________________ (for example, speech at UCF)

2. Why are you taking this course? Is it in place of Fundamentals of Speech (if yes, why?)

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

3. Why do you think improving Interpersonal Communication Skills can help in your personal and professional lives?
____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________

4. How do you think this course will relate to your major?
____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________

5. Any concerns about taking this course?
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Interpersonal Communication (SPC 1017) Course Schedule 

Fall 2014, 8:30am (TR)

Week 1
Tuesday, August 26

Introductions

Chapter 1, About Communication



Thursday, August 28

Student Introductions







Chapter 1, About Communication

Week 2

Tuesday, September 2

[Quiz 1]

Chapter 2, Culture and Gender 

Thursday, September 4

Chapter 2, Culture and Gender

Week 3

Tuesday, September 9

Chapter 3, Communication and the Self 

Thursday, September 11 
[Quiz 2]

Chapter 3, Communication and the Self 

Week 4

Tuesday, September 16

Chapter 4, Interpersonal Perception


Thursday, September 18 
[Quiz 3] 

Chapter 4, Interpersonal Perception
Week 5

Tuesday, September 23

Chapter 5, Language
Thursday, September 25
Chapter 5, Language 
Week 6

Tuesday, September 30

[Quiz 4]






Chapter 6, Nonverbal Communication
Thursday, October 2

Chapter 6, Nonverbal Communication 
Week 7 
Tuesday, October 7

Chapter 7, Listening 

Thursday, October 9

No Class – Faculty Work Day
Week 8

Tuesday, October 14

[Quiz 5]

Chapter 8, Emotion


Thursday, October 16

Chapter 8, Emotion
Week 9

Tuesday, October 21

[Quiz 6]

Introduction to Speech Assignment
Thursday, October 23

Library for Research (Room 6-220)

Week 10
Tuesday, October 28

Speech Prep


Thursday, October 30

[Quiz 7]

Speech Prep

Week 11
Tuesday, November 4

* Speech Day *

Thursday, November 6

* Speech Day *

Week 12
Tuesday, November 11

Chapter 9, Interpersonal Communication in 
Friendships and Professional Relationships 
Thursday, November 13

Chapter 9, Interpersonal Communication in 
Friendships and Professional Relationships 
Chapter 10, Interpersonal Communication in 

Romantic and Family Relationships
Week 13
Tuesday, November 18

[Quiz 8]

Chapter 10, Interpersonal Communication in 
Romantic and Family Relationships 

Thursday, November 20

No Class, Blackboard Assignment Due
Week 14
Tuesday, November 25

Chapter 11, Interpersonal Conflict

Thursday, November 27

No Class – Thanksgiving Weekend

Week 15
Tuesday, December 2

* Make Up Speech Day *




Chapter 11, Interpersonal Conflict

Thursday, December 4

Chapter 12, Deceptive Communication
Week 16
Tuesday, December 9

Chapter 13, Communicating in Small Groups


Thursday, December 11

Final Exam (7:00 - 9:30am)
Instructor: Sunshine Baker (SPC 1017)
          Fall 2014
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